
Kraus-Anderson Renovates Historic 430 Oak Grove Building
“Do-Over” is not a term generally embraced by a construction company that prides itself 
on getting it right the first time. But when the do-over is the 88-year-old 430 Oak Grove, 
Kraus-Anderson (KA) is happy to make an exception. 

In 1924, KA, then known as the J.L. Robinson Company, built the 4-story, 90,000 s.f. 
building at 430 Oak Grove in Minneapolis to serve as headquarters for Northwestern 
National Life Insurance (NWNL), then one of the preeminent life insurance companies 
in the Midwest. Since NWNL’s departure in 1961, the building was converted into 
a multitenant office space. Today KA is back on the job site, renovating the historic 
structure into 75 upscale apartments. 

“It’s rewarding to work on a project that KA originally built so long ago, repurposing 
it for today’s market,” said Michael Korsh, director of development for Kraus-Anderson 
Realty Company, developer of the project. “It isn’t often we get to work on a project 
that predates my grandfather, Lloyd (Engelsma).”  Lloyd Engelsma joined Kraus-Anderson 
in 1932 and remained at the helm of the company for over 60 years, until his death in 
1997. Today one of the largest privately held construction firms in the nation, Kraus-
Anderson is led by a second and third generation of Engelsma family members.

KA has been working with the historical consulting firm Hess Roise to pursue a 
designation on the National Register of Historic Places; and Minnesota Historic Structure 
Rehabilitation Tax Credit toward the renovation.

“I have had my eye on this building for a long time,” said Charlene Roise, president, Hess 
Roise. “It has a very elegant design that makes great use of an unusual and very visible 
site.”
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But looks alone do not a historic designation make. It takes commitment and 
perseverance to research and put together the case for historic designation. From initial 
research through federal approvals, the entire designation process for 430 Oak Grove is 
expected to take about 14 months, Roise said.

“A developer has to appreciate the charms and challenges of older buildings and have 
patience for the process,” said Roise. In the case of Kraus-Anderson, the interest was 
clearly there.

“It is a time-consuming and complicated process, but the result is a cultural resource 
that has been recognized as worthy of preservation,” said Korsh.

“The project team at KA has been great to work with,” said Roise. “They appreciate 
the building’s history and are creative about addressing the inevitable challenges of 
adapting a historic building to a new use,” Roise said.

Renovation is being carefully undertaken to preserve 430 Oak Grove’s historic Beaux Arts 
limestone exterior, designed by prominent local architects Hewitt and Brown.

“We’re listening to the building,” says Mike Engel of Elness Swenson Graham Architects, 
Inc., the design team for the renovation. “Sensitivity is being given not only to the 
building itself, but to how the change in occupancy will affect the surrounding urban 
park and residential environment.”

Most of the building’s limestone and tile exterior is being left intact, including windows, 
skylights and an original bronze light fixture depicting native wildlife (bear, buffalo, wolf, 
moose) crafted by renowned Minneapolis designer John Bradstreet. A five-panel lobby 
mural depicting historic scenes from early Minneapolis is also being preserved.

Along with its clearly vintage charms, other features of the original design have a very 
contemporary, sustainable approach. The skylight system originally served an open 
office area, flooding workers with ample natural light. The skylights will remain, serving a 
new central atrium area. Oversized windows, complete with original hardware, will also 
be retained, allowing residents to catch a breeze. A rooftop garden terrace will further 
reconnect the building with Loring Park and the downtown skyline, while the building’s 
proximity to bike trails and downtown will also appeal to residents looking to pedal 
more, drive less. But the greenest aspect of the construction project is the recycling of 
the building itself.

“It’s one of the most sustainable building technologies we have today,” says Engel. “The 
reuse of an existing building is far more sustainable than demolition and creation of 
new buildings.” 

Engel says the renovation will take advantage of the building’s unusual wedge shape 
and other assets to create distinctive living environments, including level 2 units with 
mezzanines accommodated by 15-ft, 6-inch ceilings. Of the 75 apartments, 35 will be 
one-of-a-kind in configuration. In addition to studio, one- and two-bedroom units, 
the building will house a spa/fitness center, lounge, and hearth room, all fostering 
opportunities for neighbors to interact. A two-level parking garage will also be created 
from the existing basement level and surface lot.

“It was a fabulous office building in the 1920s and it will be a very sought-after 
apartment building after the current rehab project is done- far more unique than 
anything new being built these days,” Roise commented. 

Construction is scheduled for completion in December. 

“The project team at KA has been great to work with. They 
appreciate the building’s history and are creative about 
addressing the inevitable challenges of adapting a historic 
building to a new use.”

Historic features such as, from top, the 
building’s exterior, skylights and lobby murals 
are being preserved in the renovation of 430 
Oak Grove.  
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